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Two New Species of the Genus Paratrichius (Coleoptera, 
Scarabaeidae) from Southern China 
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Abstract Two new trichiine beetles of the genus Paratrichius are described 
from China. Paratrichius tigris sp. nov. is related to P. vitalisi Bourgoin from Vietnam. 
Paratrichius riekoae sp. nov. resembles P. septemdecimguttatus Vollenhoven from 
Japan. 


In this paper, the author describes two new Paratrichius species, P. tigris sp. 
nov. and P. riekoae sp. nov. from China. Generic definition is briefly written in 
Iwase (1993). The holotypes will be preserved in the National Science Museum 
(Nat. Hist.), Tokyo. 


Paratrichius tigris sp. nov. 

(Figs. 1-2, 4, 6-7) 

Male. Elongate oval. Black, with antenna, palpi, posterior part of anterior 
femur, inner part of anterior tibia and anterior part of ventral face of middle 
femur light brown, elytron yellowish brown, with sutural, lateral and posterior 
margins and three spots black, three black spots situated along lateral border of 
elytron: anterior one the smallest, situated behind humeral calus, middle one not 
reaching lateral black border, posterior one the largest, reaching lateral border. 
Ventral surface, head, pygidium and legs shining, pronotum, scutellum and elytra 
opaque. Body decorated with yellow cretaceous markings: pronotal margination 
decorated along all borders, though interrupted before the middle of lateral 
margins, a short medial line on pronotum, shortened in front and behind, a pair 
of longitudinal spots on both sides of pronotal medial line, a short longitudinal 
line situated just behind scutellum on sutural interval of each elytron, most surface 
of pygidium, lateral spots of third to fifth abdominal sternites. 

Clypeus wider than long (L/W = 0.9), widest at the middle, depressed at sides, 
weakly raised along anterior border; lateral border arcuate, anterior angle rounded, 
anterior border weakly emarginate; clypeal surface transversely reticulate, densely 
clothed with yellow long erect hairs. Frons longitudinally reticulate, rather densely 
clothed with yellow long erect hairs. Antennal club 1.6 times as long as footstalk, 
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Figs. 1-3. Dorsal aspect.-1, Paratrichius tigris sp. nov., (J; 2, ditto, $; 3, P. vitalisi 

Bourgoin (Sapa, Vietnam). 


inner surface of first lamella with a longitudinal groove. 

Pronotum weakly convex, wider than long (L/W = 0.9), widest at the middle, 
narrowly marginate along anterior and lateral borders, rather widely marginate 
and thickened before scutellum; anterior angle produced with apex rectangular, 
lateral borders almost parallel in posterior half, obtusely curved at middle, and 
moderately convergent in anterior half, posterior angle obtuse, posterior border 
rounded and somewhat sinuate near posterior angles; surface rather densely, but 
not strongly punctate, densely covered with yellow long erect hairs. 

Scutellum semicircular, wider than long (L/W = 0.8), sparsely punctate, sides 
with scattered short hairs. 

Elytra longer than wide (L/W = 1.1), widest before the middle, lateral border 
weakly arcuate, posterior angle rounded, each elytron with posterior border 
rounded; surface of elytron with five striae between suture and shoulder, rather 
densely clothed with minute setae, hairy in front of shoulder; striae each with a 
row of small horseshoe-shaped punctures; most intervals weakly costate and 
impunctate, second one flat, wider than adjacent ones, rather densely punctate; 
shoulder prominent. 

Pygidium wider than long (L/W = 0.8), moderately convex, densely clothed 
with yellow hairs; greater part of surface covered with cretaceous materials, and 
the remaining surface along all borders aciculate. 

Greater part of ventral surface aciculate and densely hairy, hairs especially 
long on metasternum. 
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P. vitalisi Bourgoin (Sapa, Vietnam), caudal view. (Scale: 0.5 mm.) 



Figs. 6-8. Caudal view of pygidium, indicating marking of cretaceous materials.-6, 

Paratrichius tigris sp. nov., cJ; 7, ditto, 2; 8, P. riekoae sp. nov. 


Anterior femur lacking longitudinal ridge on anterior face; anterior tibia with 
two external teeth, lacking terminal spur; posterior tarsus 1.5 times as long as 
tibia. 

Genitalia as shown in Fig. 4. 

Female. Different from male as follows: yellow cretaceous materials almost 
absent, only basal margin of pygidium covered with them; antennal club short, 
as long as footstalk; pronotum shining, more strongly convex and more strongly 
punctate; scutellum shining; elytral black spots larger; pygidium flattened near 
apex, pygidial hairs shorter; anterior tibia with a terminal spur. 

Holotype: cf, VI-1994. Qing Ling, 1,100 m above sea-level, Shaliangzi, 
Zhouzhi Pref., Shaanxi, China; paratype 1$, same data as the holotype. 

This new species resembles Paratrichius vitalisi Bourgoin (Figs. 3, 5) from 
Vietnam (type locality: Lao Kay), but is different from the latter in the following 
points: clypeus not reflexed (strongly reflexed in the latter); pronotum decorated 
with yellow markings in male (lacking yellow marking in the latter); scutellum 
black (brown in the latter); external border of paramere of male genitalia almost 
straight just behind base (rather strongly emarginate in the latter). 
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Paratrichius riekoae sp. nov. 

(Figs. 8-9, 11) 

Male. Elongate-oval. Black with antenna, posterior part of anterior femur, 
inner part of anterior tibia and anterior tarsus brown. Ventral surface, clypeus, 
elytral shoulders, pygidium and legs shining; frons, pronotum, scutellum and elytra 
except for shoulders opaque. Body decorated with pale yellowish cretaceous 
markings as follows: a median line, a pair of short discal spots and lateral marginal 
lines, which are interrupted at the middle on pronotum, six round spots on each 
elytron, a pair of large lateral spots on pygidium, greater part of anterior coxa, 
anterior part of prosternum, a pair of small spots on mesosternum, greater part 
of mesepisternum, mesepimeron and third to fifth abdominal sternites, lateral 
spots of second abdominal sternite, anterior part of sixth one. 

Clypeus wider than long (L/W = 0.9), widest at the middle, feebly depressed 
at sides, thickened along anterior border; lateral border arcuate, anterior angle 
rounded, anterior border obtusely emarginate; clypeal surface transversely 
reticulate. Frons longitudinally reticulate anteriorly, densely and finely punctate 
posteriorly. Antennal club 2.0 times as long as footstalk; inner surface of first 
lamella with a longitudinal groove. 

Pronotum lightly convex, nearly circular, wider than long (L/W = 0.9), widest 
just before posterior angles, narrowly marginate along anterior and lateral borders, 
rather widely marginate and thickened before scutellum; anterior angle distinctly 
produced anteriad, with apex rectangular, lateral borders curved at the middle, 



Figs. 9-10. Dorsal aspect.-9, Paratrichius riekoae sp. nov.; 10, P. septemdecimguttatus 

Vollenhoven (Nagasaki, Japan). 
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almost parallel posteriorly, convergent anteriorly, posterior angle very obtuse, 
posterior border rounded; surface rather densely and sharply, but not strongly 
punctate, rather densely bearing short yellowish setae along anterior and lateral 
borders, setae becoming somewhat longer near posterior angles, median line weakly 
depressed. 

Scutellum semicircular, wider than long (L/W = 0.6), hairless, rather densely, 
but not strongly punctate laterally, impunctate medially. 

Elytra longer than wide (L/W=1.2), widest at the middle, lateral border 
weakly arcuate, posterior angle rounded, posterior border of each elytron rounded; 
each elytron with five striae between suture and shoulder, rather sparsely clothed 
with minute setae; striae with a row of small umbilicate or horseshoe-shaped 
punctures; intervals weakly convex; shoulder prominent. 

Pygidium wider than long (L/W = 0.7), strongly convex behind the middle, 
concentrically aciculate, densely clothed with short yellowish setae, which become 
longer near apex. 

Ventral surface densely clothed with long yellowish setae, metasternum 
strongly convex ventrad, flattened and densely punctate medially, and transversely 
aciculate laterad. Abdominal sternites transversely aciculate except for posterior 
1/3 of the sixth one, which is almost smooth. 

Anterior femur with a longitudinal serrated carina on anterior face; anterior 
tibia with two external teeth, lacking terminal spur; posterior tarsus about twice 
as long as posterior tibia. 

Male genitalia as shown in Fig. 11. 

Holotype: VI-1994. Qing Ling Mountains, 1,100m above sea-level, 

Shaliangzi, Zhouzhi Pref., Shaanxi, China. 

This new species very closely resembles Paratrichius septemdecimguttatus 
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Figs. 11-12. Male genitalia.-11, Paratrichius riekoae sp. nov., A: caudal view, B: lateral 

view; 12, P. septemdecimguttatus Vollenhoven (Nagasaki, Japan), caudal view. (Scale: 
0.5 mm.) 
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Vollenhoven (Figs. 10, 12) from Japan, though different from the latter in the 
following points: pronotum rather sharply and more finely punctate (indistinctly 
punctate in the latter); pronotal anterior angle rectangular (obtusely rounded in 
the latter). The shape of male genitalia is distinctly different between the two species, 
the dorsal face of paramere being flat in the latter. Ma (1995) recorded P. 
septemdecimguttatus from China, and illustrated the male genitalia, which are 
different from those of the Japanese specimens, and also different from the new 
species. Ma’s P. septemdecimguttatus seems to be an undescribed species. 
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